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Further Chemical Weapons Conference Reportage 


Greece's Speaks 
NC1001195089 Athens ATHENS NEWS in English 
10 Jan 89 p 3 


{Excerpts} Paris, (Athens News Agency}—Foreign Min- 
ister Kerolos Papoulias, addressing the International 
Conference on the elimination of chemical weapons, 
Sunday underlined the need for an agreement banning 
the production, stockpiling and refinement of all chem- 
ical weapons. 


He said that until such an agreement was drawn up, “we 
must search for solutions that will check the utilisation of 
chemical weapons and, within this framework, we must 
all support the Secretary General of the United Nations 
in increasing our denunciations of the use of chemical 


weapons,” he saic.. [passage omitted] 


Speaking to journalists later, Papoulias expressed the 
hope that the forthcoming meeting between Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) leader Yasir ‘Arafat and 
the EC Troika—i.c. Greece, Spain and France—as well 
as the Troika’s scheduled visits to Syna, Jordan and 
Egypt would be the beginning of a political activity for 
the Community thai would have satisfactory results. 


“| consider it umportant that the Troika 1s meeting with 
‘Arafat because in this way he 1s recognised as partner in 
the dialogue between the European Community and the 
PLO.” Papoulias said. 


He said the Troika would visit Jordan, Syria and Egypt 
at the end of February to seek a just and permanent 
solution to the Middle East problem and discuss possi- 
bilities of organising an international conference. 


Papoulias said he held talks within the framework of the 
conference with U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 
with whom he discussed the Conference for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. The minister said the same issue 
arose in his discussions with his Turkish counterpart 
Yilmaz, because a difficulty had arisen on the proposal 
of the Turkish side to exempt the southern borders of 
Turkey from the discussions of the conference. 


He said he and the Turkish foreign minister had agreed 
that this issue would be discussed in Vienna. 


Papoulias said this problem was the only one he had 
discussed with Shultz because of general concern that the 
situation that had been created by the Turk:sh proposal 
might postpone the closing of the conference. 


Asked whether a date would be set for a new meeting 
between Prime Minister Papandreou and Turkish Pre- 
mier Turgut Ozal, Papoulias said that would depend on 
other events as well. 
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He said he did not think the time was ripe to determine 
the exact date for Papandreou's trip to Ankara, though it 
would be among the immediate and first trips of the 
prime minister abroad. 


The foreign minister said that Greek-French relations 
were developing very well and that his French counter- 
part Roland Dumes had proposed they set a date for 
Papoulias’ official visit to France, which would be deter- 
mined soon via diplomatic channels. 


Austria's Ceska on Deadlines 
AU 1101195189 Vienna Domestic Service 
in German 1700 GMT 11 Jan 89 


{Interview with Franz Ceska, Austrian ambassador to 
the Paris chemical weapons conference by Lorenz Gall- 
metzer, in Paris on |! Jan—recorded] 


[Text] [Gallmetzer] Mr Ambassador Ceska, it seems that 
Austria has been criticized and rebuked by several diplo- 
mats, at least on the sidelines of this conference. Is this 
true” 


[Ceska] The terms “criticized and rebuked” are exagger- 
ated. But it is true that as early as last April, in front of 
the Geneva Disarmament Commission, we—that 1s, our 
vice chancellor—declared our intention to carry out test 
inspections in Austrian enterprises, for the time being on 
a national basis, and later maybe also on an international 
basis, as severai other countries have already done. In 
addition, we announced at that time that we are ready, 
according to the wish of the Geneva Disarmament 
Commission, to publish lists of chemicai preliminary 
products that are suitable for the production of chemical 
weapons, as many other countnes do. And we have done 
neither the one thing nor the other, although we said that 
we would implement the latter by the summer of 1988. 
Many diplomats here have talked to us about this. And, 
I do not conceal this, in one or two cases a connection 
was made with our interest in establishing the control 
agency in Vienna if a convention on a chemical-weapons 
ban were to be achieved. 


[Gallmetzer] Why have these test inspections not been 
permitted so far? Who prevents and inhibits them? 


[Ceska] | do not know this detail. | would not like to 
comment on this. These are internal Austrian consider- 
ations. However, the fact exists. So far, things have not 
come round to it. Compared to other Western and 
Eastern countries, we are lagging behind. 


[Gallmetzer] Who 1s afraid of these test inspections” 


[Ceska] | do not exactly understand why somebody is 
afraid of them because precisely one of the purposes of 
these test inspections is to gain expertise, experience on 
how inspections can be carned out some day, without 
involving industrial espionage. And | want to add one 
thing: We will not be spared them. If a convention is 
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achieved some day—and this .s absolutely possible in the 
next few years—international inspections will be 
imposed on us, whether we want them or not. | do not 
exactly understand why there are people in our country 
who do not want to determine from the beginning the 
way in which these inspections will be carried out. 


[Gallmetzer] Mr Ambassador, a final question on the 
conference in general: The declaration has just been 
solemnly read. A compromise has been reached after all. 
Can this conference be called a success? 


[Ceska] I believe so. The conference can be called a 
success; the validity of the 1925 Geneva protocol on the 
prohibition of chemical weapons in armed conflicts has 
been reaffirmed, which was necessary, as chemical weap- 
ons were used in the Guif war. And, above all, it has been 
emphatically stated that the Gencva Disarmament Com- 
mission 1s now to accelerate and conclude its negotia- 
tions on a convention on the prohibition and elimination 
of chemical weapons and on the prohibition of the 
production, storage, and proliferation of such weapons 
all over the world. 


[Galimetzer] Does this mean that the Geneva negotia- 
tions will now gain new momentum”? 


{Ceska} I very much hope so. 


Albania’s Malile Meets Counterparts 
AU 1001200289 Tirana Domestic Service 
in Albanian 1900 GMT 10 Jan 89 


[Text] Reis Malile, minister of foreign affairs, who is 
leading the delegation of the People’s Socialist Republic 
of Albania at the international conference on chemical 
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weapons now taking place in Paris, met yesterday loan 
Totu, minister of foreign affairs of the Socialist Republic 
of Romania, and Budimir Loncar, Federal secretary for 
foreign affairs «f the SFRY. They discussed biiateral 
relations and irternational political problems, dwelling 
particularly on aspects of Balkan cooperation and the 
coming mecting of the deputy foreign ministers of the 
Balkan countries, which will be held in Tirana from 18 
through 20 January 1989. 


Foreign Minister Reis Malile also met Oskar Fischer, 
minister of foreign affairs of the GDR, with whom he 
exchanged opinions on the development of relations 
between their respective countries, and on certain 
aspects of the international siiuation. 


EEC Allows Italy To Curb Japanese Bus Imports 
OW 1101153189 Tokyo KYODO in English 1320 GMT 
1] Jan 89 


[Text] Brussels, Jan. 11 KYODO—The European Com- 
munity (EC) Commission said Wednesday it has autho- 
rized Italy to restrict imports of Japanese built tourist 
buses from other EC member countries to 14,000 units 
this year. 


The decision was based on the Kalian Government's 
request for approval of curbs on swelling indirect 
imports of such buses. 


Italy is already restricting direct imports of Japanese- 
made cars. 
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Mock About Conclusion of CSCE Meeting 
AU1101142589 Vienna Domestic Service 
in German 1100 GMT 11 Jan 89 


{Helmut Opietal report on news conference by Foreign 
Minister Mock in Vienna on |! January—recorded] 


[Excerpt] [Opletal] Will the Vienna CSCE follow-up 

conference conclude as scheduled with a large meeting of 
foreign ministers between |7 and 19 January? This was 
the question that was expected to be answered by For- 
eign Minister Alois Mock in today’s news conference. 
Two obstacles have surfaced in the past few days, which 
have threatened to block the conclusion of the confer- 
ence in due time. Obstacle number one: a new | 7-point 
catalogue of amendments presented by the Romanian 
delegation, which would affect and dilute a aumber of 
parts of the final document, particularly in the field of 
human rights. The conference has succeeded in remov- 
ing these obstacles, Foreign Minister Mock said at the 
beginning of his news conference, at which he arrived 
with some delay. 


[Mock] I spoke with the Austrian CSCE delegate, who 
could spread the positive news to me that those Roma- 
nian proposals, which were recently submitted and could 
not be considered, could no longer be maintained. 
Therefore, there are no more obstacles from this side as 
far as the conclusion of the CSCE conference with a 
substantive and well-balanced document is concerned, | 
will discuss the second problem a little later. Thus, 35 
foreign ministeis will meet in Vienna—making a politi- 
cal statement by their presence—to agree to this final 
document, which comprises some 50 pages, or some 100 
pages including all annexes. 
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[Opletal] The second impending obstacle, which the con- 
erence has not yet been able to remove, 1s the controversy 
over the inclusion into the planned conventsonal disarma- 
ment talks of a stretch of coast in southern Turkey. Due to 
special security requirements, the Turks want to exclude 
the border region with then Asian neighbors. However, 
Greece has obstructed the conclusion in protest, because it 
claims that the harbor of Mersin, which is situated in this 
zone, is prvotal for the supply of Turkish troops in North- 
ern Cyprus. Yet, this morning Foreign Minister Mock was 
optimistic that this controversy within NATO will be 
settled within the next few hours. 


[Mock] According to what the foreign ministers told me 
in Paris—Foreign Ministers Shevardnadze, Dumas, 
Genscher, Van den Broek, and a number of other gen- 
tlemen—I am very optimistic. I think that it is a 99.9 
certain that this issue will also be settled in a positive 


way. [passage omitted] 


Joint Venture With Hungary €stablished 
AU1101151489 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG :n German 
1] Jan 89 p il 


{Unatirbuted report: “Jomt Venture With Hungary”) 


[Text] Ferroweld Limited, a newly established Austran- 
Hungarian joint venture in the metal and manufacturing 
sector, expects sales of more than |2 million schillings in 
the first year. The Austrian Interwcld Schweissmaterial- 
handel Company has a 49-percent share in the starting 
capital of approxmmately 6 million schillings, while the 
Hungarian partner's share is 5! percent. The new Ferro- 
weld Limited wants to achieve more than half of its 
turnover through exports to the West. This is Interweld’s 
third joint venture in a CEMA country. 
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Further Reportage on Involvement in Libyan CW Plant 


. J 


Rejects Accusations 
AU 1101202789 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
11] Jan 89 p4 


[Interview with Hans Stercken (CDU), chairman of the 
FRG Foreign Affairs Committee, by DIE 
PRESSE correspondent Ewald Koenig in Bonn: “This 
Will Stick to the Germans”—date not given] 


[Text] DIE PRESSE: What is it that has irritated you 
about the way the United States has been acting toward 
Bonn in connection with the Libyan chemica! weapons 
factory? 


Stercken: The fact that last weekend in Paris U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz only made a formal 
public statement [ to the FRG Govern- 
rnent does not exclude the possibility that law suits may 
te “led against some economic enterprises. After all, 
trusting the chancellor and foreign minister does not 
exclude that cooperation or a supply might have been 
effected, which would then be justifiably criticized. 


My second argument has to do with the timing: These 
things have been a matter of public discussion for quite 
some time, editorials have been written with references 
to Auschwitz, and other similar things, but not a single 
FRG authority, no embassy or any other instituticn was 
told that such information did indeed exist. This cannot 
be the way of discovering the political truth. | was so 
annoyed because | simply do not think it is quite night to 
say that now, in the first place, the FRG has been 
exoncrated. As FRG deputy I am not only a representa- 
tive of the FRG Government but also of the FRG 
people, which also involves the FRG economy. If some- 
body says: “We will withdraw you from the hail of 
hombs, but the firing will continue, without mentioning 
any specific names, then this is a condition that is indeed 
completely unbearable. [quotation marks as published] 


Now the U.S. secretary of state has agreed tc FRG 
experts traveling to the United States in order to exam- 
ine the accusations that have been raised. However, | am 
being quite frank when I say that | am most surprised. 
True, this is a diplomatic measure, which is to help 
reduce some pressure in a polite way. However, as far as 
settling such conflicts in a political way is concerned, | 
do not consider this to be a satisfactory solution. If a 
company from the FRG should indeed have managed to 
export sensitive goods to Libya—something that has 
happened hundreds of times in other countries—then it 
must be possible to provide concrete evidence of it, for 
this is very difficult to grasp. 


Starting a subversive war through the media and subse- 
quently issuing an exonerating document for the FRG 
Government is certainly not an adequate strategy. If 
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somebody says: The Germans are involved in yet 
another holocaust, then this wil] somehow always stick 
to the Germans and the German economy. 


1 would like to spare us this, after all, this is what we have 
a gigantic foreign affairs service for. Why can those 
responsibic not contact one another as friends and allies 
at the moinent they find out about something? | think 
that eventually this is what alliances are for. If one quite 
rightly complains that a c-rtain euphoria in Europe and 
especijly in the FRG is at the same time making people 
regard defense readiness as no longer of prime impor- 
tance, one must not be surprised when such cases of 
completely unnecessary indirect defamations are not 
exactly apt for promoting defense readiness. 


DIE PRESSE: What must be done now” 


Stercken: The Libyan problem cannot be solved without 
talks either. We have had this experience in the Middle 
East, in Africa, Indochina, and Central America: The 
problems cannot be solved through conflicts, therefore 
one has to try it through talks. Here is a daring idea, 
which | will present in 2 weeks time in the Bundestag: 
The fact that the superpowers and their allies will find 
proven and promising decisions increases the danger at 
the periphery, because the small countries do not feel 
that they are integrated in this process. 


This has now become particularly obvious in the field of 
chemicals. Apart from the two superpowers, as i has 
turned out, another 18 countries have chemical weapons 
or have the potential to produce such weapons. A satis- 
fying solution for this problem can be reached only if we 
manage to integrate these countries in agreements. 


DIE PRESSE: Would you say that the FRG Government 
has acted correctly? 


I have not been able to detect even the slightest trace of 
a development in which it had not acted completely 
correctly. | would have liked the U.S. side to lose no time 
and, in our era of mechanization and mass media, 
discuss any relevant information within the very first 
second after ary such suspicion was aroused. 


There is no doubt that the FRG produces certain chemi- 
cals, however, this is not prohibited. What matters is 
whether it exports them. Yet, there have not been any such 
exports. Therefore, one has to investigate more carefully if 
one turns to the public with certain information that has 
been provided by secret services or satellites. 


Lambsdorff on U.S. Relations 
LD1101142189 Hamburg DPA in German 1344 GMT 
10 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] [No dateline as received}—In the view of FDP 
leader Otto Count Lambsdorff, more must now be done 
for German-U.S. relations. Bad opinions are emanatirg 
from the United States and Lambsdorff said Tuesday in 








sized that this is a task not only for the Federal Govern- 
ment but all responsible German politicians concerned 
with U.S. relations. [passage omitted] 


ZDF on Involvement 
AU1201101989 Hamburg BILD in German 
12 Jan 89 pp 1-2 


London. Tax consultant Harry P. Meyer dissolved Bar- 
bouti’s company at his order. The i docu- 
ments were seized in Meyer's private apartment. 


On the ZDF television network, Josef Sartorius, head of 
a metal construction company in Bensheim, stated that 
he delivered 200 windows to Libya. The engineering 
bureau Krebs and Kiefer in Darmstadt affirmed that it 
did the structural calculations for four factory halls (100 
per 60 meters cach) for Libya. John Zink Limited of 
Frankfurt delivered a ground burner for excess gas 
Preussag of Hannover supplied a recycling plant for 
saliniferous desert ground water. The Huennebeck com- 
pany in Ratingern sold moulds and lifting platforms. 


It is unclear whether the firms knowingly participated in 
the construction of the poison gas plant. [passage omitted] 


Genscher Urges Crackdown 
LD1101231989 Hamburg DPA in German 2207 GMT 
11 Jan 89 


Ne eae Foreign Minister Hans- 
Genscher (FDP) has demanded more severe 
sentences for Germans involved in the manufacture of 
chemical weapons. In the ARD [First German Televi- 
sion “Focus”, Genscher said on Wednesday 


{11 January] evenirg that as far as he was concerned, it 
was not only a matier of the law on foreign trade or fines. 
It was a matter of the punishment of “criminal injus- 
tice”. And if the present requirements in the statute book 
are not sufficient, “then we must create such a legal 
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sanction”. The involvement of Germans in the manu- 
facture of this means of destroying humans, wherever 
that has occurred in the world, must be made “an offense 
with heavy punishment”. 


‘Reinforced’ Inquiry Launched 
LD1101161289 Hamburg DPA in German 1323 GMT 
11 Jan 89 


{Excerpts} Bonn (DPA)}—Federal Chancellor Helmut 
Koh! has introduced a reinforced investigation into 
suspicions of the participation of German firms in the 
construction of a chemical factory in Libya which, 
according to the United States is meant to produce 
chemical weapons. [pasLage omit' sd] 


Informed sources confirmed that customs has confis- 
cated business documents belonging to the Frankfurt 


firm IBI Engineering, belonging to the exiled Iraqi Pro- 


Babout: organized German delivenes for the chemical 
complex in Libya. His Frankfurt firm is in liquidation. 
He has disappeared. British authorities are investigating 
allegations that he has disappeared in Great Britain. 


Al the request of German officials, it was learned in 
Bonn, Beigian customs officers in Antwerp are now 
active. According to press reports, this is in connection 
with a transport contractor with two companies that sent 
transportation ships toward Libya, also for the German 
firm Imhausen in Lahr (Baden-Wuerttenberg State). One 
of the two firms contacted by DPA Wednesday refused 
to comment. According to the Belgian newspaper 
‘“GAZET VAN ANTWEKPEN’, German Customs offic- 
ers have been working in the city since Tuesday. 


It is said that part of the chemical base products and the 
construction material for the Libyan chemical plan%, 
with a Tripoli destination, in 1975-76 was "saded in 
Antwerp. In this connection, the “Wiulhelm Schulte,” 
sailing under a Cypriot flag, was named. This ship 
arrived from Hamburg and had an initial destination of 
Hong Kong. The newspaper says that the load was 
declared for Tripoli in Antwerp. [passage omitted] 


According to ‘STERN’, construction managers and engi- 
neers for the desert chemical complex were hired via 
advertisements in the Viennese newspaper ‘KURIER’. 
Their salaries were paid via an account at the Deutsche 
Bank in Frankfurt. German firms delivered a waiter 
desalination plant and moulds and lifting platforms. 
Steel construction supplies came from the GDR enter- 
prise VEB Stahibau Plauen. 


In the ZDF program the owner of a metal construction 
company in Bensheim said he delivered 200 office 
windows for the medicinal and plant protection factory 
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“Pharma | 50° in Libya. This is the factory where, accord- 
ing to U.S. sources, chemical weapons are to be pro- 
duced. According to the owner of the firm, the financing 
and delivery was carried out through Barbouti. 


Press Views Conclusion of Paris CW Conference 


AU 1201113089 Cologne Oeutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0606 GMT 12 Jan &9 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The FRG press today comments on the conclu- 
sion of the Chemical Weapons Conference in Paris. 
FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE states: Anyone who 
considers the Paris Chemical Weapons Conference a 
success because of its final document is certainly a 
thoughtless person—to use a polite term. The hope for 
the conclusion of a convention that does not only pro- 
vide for the elimination of the existing stockpiles of such 
weapons but also for the banning of their production and 

iling, which has beer stipulated by the conference, 
is a bill drawn on the future. There is more substance in 
the confirmation of the old Geneva protocol, which at 
least banned the use of chemical weapons 64 years ago. 
Old laws are usually good laws. The reinstatement of this 
law, which was violated to the great advantage of the 
offenders, may indeed be seen as a small positive result. 


influence leaders in the Middie East and northern Africa 
FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU writes: The Paris 
debates can at least take credit for having raised real 
problerns if it is true that international security and 
world peace are indivisible. If this is the case, not the 
whole blame can be put on chemical weapons. It is true 
that nerve gases belong to the most cruel weapons, but 
this does not justify the political denouncement of chem- 
ical weapons, which are relatively easy to produce, 
whereas the possession of chemical weapons is nearly 
viewed as the crowning of technical efficiency. 
Chancellor Koh! Statements on FRG Policy 
AU1101125689 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 

11 Jan 89 p 6 


Interview with Chancellor Helmut Kohl by Manfred 

1 and Joachim Neander in Bonn on 9 January: 
“Kohl: I Like the Direction of Germany Policy. It Will 
Be Maintained™] 


[Text] DIE WELT: Mr Chancellor, Soviet Politburo 
Member Aleksandr Yakoviev came to see you before we 
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did. Wht is your summary of the tai? Can the rather 
bombasiic claim of “turning a new tage in the history 
book” be realizeG? 


Kohli: I think so, yes. It was an unusually frank and 
basically talk. It is some kind of 
stopover between the talk | had with General Secretary 
Gorbachev in Moscow and the one | will have with him 
in carly summer, when Gorbachev visits the FRG. You 
know, Mr Yakoviev is one of the general secretary's most 
important associates and 1s considered one of the driving 
forces of the policy of perestroyka. He once again con- 
veyed the message that everything Gorbachev and | 
agreed on in Moscow remains valid and that relations 
will develop further. Both of us, Mr Yakoviev and I, also 
were of the opinion thai this will not happen with giant 
steps and that many talks and many small steps will be 
necessary on this path toward real detente. However, |! 
think the direction is the night one. | am not a friend of 
bombastic formulations, but it becomes obvious that we 
are achw-ving an improvement in relations between 
Moscow and Bonn on a broad front. 


DIE WELT: Does the agreement that Gorbachev will 
come to Bonn by June still stand? 


Kohl: Yes. I expect a date in, let us say, early summer. 


DIE WELT: Do you intend to go to Poland before the 
end of this year? 


Kohl: I do not have any specific plans as yet. | am very 
interested in intensifying and improving relations with 
Poland. Negotiations over the next weeks will show 
whether this can be done in connection with a visit. 


DIE WELT: Why do Germans and Poles have such 
difficulties in dealing with each other? 


Kohl: Actually, this is understandable. The burden of 
history is particularly heavy on both sides. | am in favor 
of holding an honest talk. This means, that each side has 
to say a lot to the other, also unpleasant things. 


DIE WELT: Concerning us, do you mean the rights of 
the German minority in Poland for instance? 


Kohl This has been an important topic for us for a long 
time. 


DIE WELT: Is a trip to the GDR in sight” 


Kohl: No. We have made good progress in some areas in 
the talks held since General Honecker's visit. 
Even though we still have to work on a large field, in 
particular aiss in the interest of the people in both parts 
of Germany, we hav: also had successes. Just think of 
the number of visitors from the GDR last year. This is a 
number which would have been totally inconceivable 3 
or 4 years ago. However, 4 visit by me noi topical 
under the current conditines. 
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DIE WELT: In the CSU/CDU Bundestag group there are 
voices that say that in view of the increasingly rigid 
attitude of the SED we should consider whether we 
should not take another course. One topic was the buying 
off of prisoners, but Gone could come to the general 
conclusion that some people do not like the entire 
direction of the course. 


Kohl: I like the direction, and, therefore. this direction 
will be maintained. I take the example of buying off 
prisoners. This is a human challenge. Someone who, like 
me, has to decide on this, first decides in favor of the 
people and not on the basis of theoretical considerations. 
1, too, wish—and in this I agree with all critics—that the 
GDR will finally imitate at least part of the opening up 
that we can observe in the Warsaw Pact from Moscow to 
Hungary and to Poland, in the interest and for the 
benefit of our compatriots on the other side. However, it 
1s equally clear to me that the policy which we have 
initiated for the benefit of the peopiec, will be continued. 


DIE WELT: How do you assess the CSCE final docu- 
ment? Will the GDR abolish the compulsory exchange of 
foreign currency into local currency? 


Kohl: It 1s hardly possible to predict thi. | am rather 
skeziical. But the topic remains an important one for us. 


DIE WELT: Mr Chancellor, in the CDU/CSU one 
occasionally hears that the increasingly closer ties with 
Europe might hinder us in striving for reunification. 


Koht: | do not think so at all. This was already discussed at 
the time of Konrad Adenauer And I agree with Adenauer 
in the view that this ts no contradiction. | consider it 
totally impossible that we will come closer to German 
unification, except under a European roof, as Franz Josef 
Strauss very aptly said as carly as in the 1950's. What is 
decisive is that we know where we belong. The FRG's ties 
with the West, the ties with the Western community of 
values are part of our raison d'etat. Why should | revise 
this phrase today, when this community of value i. devel- 
oping an ever greater dynamism” The future of the Ger- 
mans lies in a greater Europe, in which freedom is more 
important than borders. 


DIE WELT: Phrasing our question with some cxaggera- 
tion: Do those who, in dealing with Europe, call for the 
question of reunification to be cleariy reserved demand 
that Adenauer's policy be abandoned? 


Kohl: There may be one or two diffuse voices. However, 
the policy, which I have just explained, is the policy of 
the CDU, which we have set down in all our programs 
since Korrad Adenauer. There vill be no abandoning of 
this policy of Adenauer's. 


DIE WELT: In a government stitement you said that 
when we speak about reunification we also have to think 
of our neighbors. Many people have taken exception to 
this formulation. What did you mean precisely” 
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Kohl: I was only expressing reality. The reestablishment 
of state unity 1s conceivable only in a peaceful way—one 
cannot say this often enough. And the division of Ger- 
many 1s a result of World War Il. which was unleashed 
by Adolf Hitler. If we want to come closer to the goal of 
state unity—and I am in favor of 11\—we need support in 
East and West, and we have to eliminate the reservations 
that exist against it. It 1s a complete delusion to believe 
that such reservations exist only im the East. 


DIE WELT: Why 1s the atmosphere between Bonn and 
Washington so tense at present? Is someone trying to 
make us 4 scapegoat and push us into a corner’ 


Kohl: Well, | would not say that the atmosphere is tense. 
In this very specific matter—the question of foreign 
involvement . the construction of the controversial 
plant in Libya—there are no differences of opinion at all. 
For me it 1s totally unacceptable that companies o7 
individuals from the FRG suppori projects that facilitate 
the production of chemical weapons in any country of 
ihe world. In the meantime, I have come to the conclu- 
sion that we have to change and considerably tighten the 
existing legal regulations in this field. 


I am also in favor of establishing a legal! basis for the 
FRG Government to act much more quickly and to 
make all necessary decisions. The current system, which 
I have taken over from my predecessors, is insufficient. 
Bul we are a state based on the rule of law. We will 
continue to study every suggestion. However, if accusa- 
tions are made they must be provable in German courts, 
with all the consequences. Not even in such a case am | 
willing to break with the principle of the rule of law just 
because tt would be opportune today. We will again 
speak with our American friends, and if we find any 
specific evidence we will pursue the matter with all 
conceivable consistency. 


DIE WELT: What annoyed you in this matter’ 


Kohl: | have said, not only here but also in talks with 
various American authorities, that I consider it unac- 
ceptable that one 1s now putting the Germans in the dock 
without our having the opportunity of seeing the evi- 
dence. This is no way to deal with friends. | am very 
grateful that Secretary of State George Shultz said the 
necessary things in his talk with Hans-Dietnich Genscher 
in Paris. 


DIE WELT: So as not to create any misunderstanding: 
Your announcement of stricter regulations 1s not per- 
haps an indirect 2 ‘mission of guilt in this matter? 


Kohl: Not at 24. These are measures for the future. It is 
absolutely clear that the various areas of responsibility 
have to be united and the executive branch must become 
more effective. 
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chemical weapons stored in the FRG be withdrawn by 
1990, as has been decided? 


Kohl: I do rot have the slightest reasen to assume that 


DIE WELT: Mr Chancellor, the atmosphere in the 
Bundeswehr 1s considered bad—from the general down 
to the draftec, as is often claimed. 


Koh: I do not beheve this. Of course, the Bundeswehr is 
in a difficult transitional period now. One cannot expec’ 
the Bundeswehr to act totally differently from the entire 
society in which it lives. It is no longer a matter of course 
that the preservation of peace freedom does not 


DIE WELT: Not 
the rest of the population accepting burdens in connec- 
tion with national defense is no longer as natural as it 
once was. 


3 
: 
: 
i 


only 220 km, which most Ame:tcans are not aware of. 
‘bout 900,000 soldiers are stationed in this area, and 


on this topic, which cause more confusion than clarity. 


Kohl: There is no question that there have also been 
voices concerning which | ask myself whether the state- 
ments were really well thought out. Populism is the last 
thing the Bundeswehr needs to fulfill its tasks. 
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| support 
his country’s army more unequivocally than | did? 


25 


using 
more intensively in disaster rehef in order to make clearer 


awareness missing in Our Country” 


who believe that in this way they have a chance to make 
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Kohl: Well, you know, every one of us has to go through 
a valley at some time. Anyone who joins 2 government in 
these times does not have any guarantee that he will be 
praised by the press every day. We have days with 
sunshine and days when we get storm and hail nght in 
the face. The CDU is not only here for the days with 
sunshine, but we are a successful governart and a 
successful party—this will be recognized in the end. 


DIE WELT: Has the conflici between Scholz and 
Wuerzbach been permitted to smolder toc ‘ong, also in 
view of the commanders’ meeting in Wuerzburp” 


Kohl: I cannot see it in this way, bui | Go not intend to 
pursue this topic any more. 


DIE WELT: Everyone '.4s days with sunshine and days 
with rain—at the moment the sun is shining for you 
personally, even Helmut Schmidt's weekly [DIE ZEIT] 


praises you. 
Kohl: I get no change out of that. 


DIE WELT: In the “Political Barometer” of the ZDF 
Television Network and in similar polls you have 
ach:eved a constant, enormously high agreenv 01 armnong 
yous own followers, in the opposition camp, on the other 
hand, you actually do “ot ever get above a certain level 
Do you see yourself as a politician who is aiming at 
polarization” 


Kohli: No, not at all. However, the reasons for this 
discrepancy are casy to guess and they show that all 
comparisons are wrong. In general, there are not the 
opponents of Helmut Kohl as a person but the opponents 
of the leading man of the CDU, who now bears respon- 
sibility here and stands for a certain policy. | do not step 
on the porch of the Chanceliery every morning, wet ny 
finger, hold it out into the wind, and find out wie-;< the 
wind comes from. My policy is guided by my duty to 
work to the best of my knowledge 50 as to achieve the 
best for the FRG and for the pevple living here. In this 
spirit | naturally 2lso have to do things that are unpop- 
ular at first, even though they prove to be correct later 
on. Let us take one example: In 1972 and in 1974, when 
the Americans and Japanese introduced cars with catz- 
lytic converters, it would have been very sensib'e to do 
the same in the FRG. My predecessors did not do it. In 
1925 we had to catch up, with some probiems, as ycu 
remember. This policy—that is, doing what is necessary, 
independently of moods—sometimes puts me in the 
sAuation of a breakwater. There bas hardly been a 
chancellor in FRG history who has been criticized as 
much as | have. For me it is much more important that 
the followers of the CDU have always thought: Despite 
all the faults which he naturally has Chancellor Kohl is 
doing pretty good work. This 1s also the basis for good 
success in the 1990 elections. 


DIE WELT: Does the breakwater Heimut Kohl remain 
untouched by all this? Does this not leave any traces: 
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Kohi: | did not have any illusions when | assumed office on 
) October 1982. However, not even my imagination was 
enough to foresee everything | have experienced here. | 
have already had experiences which | would have consid- 
ered simply impossible. But, what doc. it matter—nobody 
forced me to become chancellor. 


Kohi on EC, U.S. Friendship, Libyan Plant 
LD1101113189 Hamburg DPA in German 0940 GMT 
ii Jan 89 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl ts 
to meet with Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez in 
Seville 5 and 6 February. Kohl citec this date at a news 
conference in Bonn. The further development of the 
community 1s central to the meeting with Gonzalez— 
Sp2in took over the EC presidency on | January for 6 
months. 


According to the chancellor, possible initiatives which 
the EC should take “in support of a peace settlement in 
the Middle East” should also be discussed. The Euro- 
pean |2 are inteni on bringing their weight into the new 


phase of peace efforts in this region. 


In view of the inauguration of George Bush as the next 
U.S. president on 20 January, Kohl stressed that the 
f~endship between the United States and the Federal 
Republic “remains of fundamental significance for our 
country”. This is particularly important in the present 
phase of East-West rapprochement. 


The Federai chancellor voiced the hope that there would 
be an agreement on a worldwide ban on chemical wezpons 
after the Paris conference has given “political impetus to 
the highly publicized arms cortrol”. [passage omitted] 


Kohl said that Soviet Comn,unist Party General Secretary 
Miki.a.i Gorbachev has taken a welcome step in the nght 
direction with his unilaterally announced reductions in 
Soviet forces. Bush expressly assured him that he would 
purposefully continue the Stan jations on the 50 
percent reduction of the strategic offensive potential. 


According to the chancellor, the Federal Government 
also supports “a continued progress in East-West rela- 
tions” in 1989. Kohl said: “We are now preparing for 
General Secretary Gorbachev's visit to our country in 
the spirit of understanding and cooperation.” A joint 
communique will be issued, which will demonstrai¢ tac 
future prospecis of German-Soviet relations with'n the 
framework of a Europe which is growing iacrcasingly 
close. [passage omitted] 


Kohl affirmed his deterraination to try to stop illegal 
exports of militari’y useful tec. snology in the future. “It is 
fully unacceptable to me that German firms or citizens 
are taking pert, for example, in the production of chem- 
ical weapons in any Country at all,” he said. 
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The necessary legal changes in the export laws, as well as 
possidly in criminal Jaw and data protection are to be 
introduced, according to Kohl, so that the first reading 
could follow in ‘he Bundestag before Easter. Kohl con- 
siders it useful to call in the Federal Criminal Office 
(BKA) if criminal activities are involved. 


With regard to the continuing U.S. claim that German 
firms were involved in the construction of a chemical 
weapons factory in Libya, Kohl said that investigations 
are continuing. However, for him it was crucial that 
there should be “information which could be used in 
court”. If no such information were available “it would 
be of no use to us”. Kohl said that at the moment an 


expert from Bonn is on its way to Washington 
to receive information. 
Kohli Discusses Possible Trip to Poland 


LD1101152089 Hamburg DPA in German 1250 GMT 
11 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] Bonn (DPA}—Federal Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl expects further progress in East-West relations this 
year, particularly improvements in German-Polish rela- 
tions. He gave this assurance today at his first national 
news conference this year. He made it clear to domestic 
and foreign correspondents that he was banking on his 
visit to Warsaw, which has been repeatedly postponed, 
taking place in 1989. “There is every reason to believe 
that the visit I want to pay to Poland will become reality 


this year.” [passage omitted] 


Kohl told the press: “We want (in German-Polish rela- 
tions) to travei along new paths of understanding and 
cooperation and to clear the way for reconciliation 
between the peoples, especially the coming generation.” 
It is in this spirit that he is looking forward to the talk 
with Prime Minister Mieszylaw Rakowski, who is paying 
a private visit to Bonn next week. [passage omitted] 


A visit by the chancellor to the GDR is not a topical issue 
at the moment, Kohl said. It has not been postponed for 
the unforseeable future, however, the chancellor said. 
Kohl said it was a success for Germany policy that last 
year there were six million visitors from the GDR to the 
West. Kohl was restrained in his remarks on the Ger- 
mans from the GDR who wa:* to force the issuing of exit 
visas via the Federal Republic’s Permanent Mission in 
East Berlin and the German Embassies in East European 
states. The Federal Government wants to help people 
but this can not be achieved by means of spectacular 
actions. [passage omitted] 


Kohl said he has not received a protest letter from 
Zevulun Hammer, Israel’s minister of religion, against 
the use of tissue specimens and body parts of Jewish 
victims of the holocaust at German universities. The 
chancellor said that if such things are happening they 
should be stopped; this should have been done 40 years 
ago, he said, addressing the relevant Federal states. 


[passage omitted] 
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Kohl on Discussion of Nuclear Modernization 
LD1101131389 Hamburg DPA in German 1135 GMT 
11 Jan 89 


[excerpts] Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl has spoken 
against a public discussion on the modernization of 
short-range missiles. Kohl said to the press in Bonn 
today that he considered such discussion “of no use 
whatsoever” and added “for neither side.” The chancel- 
lor thus indirectly distanced himself from Scholz. He 
refered to working out a whole concept and stressed that 
for him the principles of the Harmel report continued to 
be valid. The Federal Government supports defense 
capability and disarmament. [passage omitted] 


Kohl also refused to make a statement to the press on the 
question of extending national service. A commission is 
now concerning itself with this topic. Only after its 
consultations did he consider a public statement appro- 
priate. The chancellor assured that he wanted to help the 
Bundeswehr as much as possible. What it needs, it must 
be given. 


Scholz Announces Nuclear Modernization Program 
LD1101115289 Hamburg DPA in German 0637 GMT 
1] Jan 89 


[Text] Munich (DPA)—Federal Defense Minister 
Rupert Scholz (CDU) has announced the modernization 
of short-range nuclear missiles stationed in the Federal 
Republic. In an interview in the latest edition of BUNTE 
magazine he said that, even if the East were to make 
further concessions in disarmament negotiations, “a 
third zero option in addition to the medium- and long- 
range missiles cannot be considered. In that I agree with 
Chancellor Kohl.” Against the West's 88 antiquated 
Lance systems with their 120 km range there are 1,365 
systems belonging to the Warsaw Pact, some of which 
have a range of more than 300 km. 


However, according to Scholz, tactical weapons can be 
reduced “considerably... by up to 50 percent”. The 
prerequisite, however, is that the Soviet Union “follows 
its words with deeds” in the disarmament negotiations. 
Scholz, who is not a member of the Bundestag, intends 
“to secure himself a mandate as a CDU Deputy” in the 
1990 Federal elections. 


The interview was received by DPA in an edited form. 


Foreign Minister Genscher Meets Polish Counterpart 
AU1101191589 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German I|1 Jan 89 p 3 


[“C.G.” report: “Bonn Expects Improvement of Ger- 
man-Polish Relations”) 


[Text] Bonn, 10 January—-Bonn expects improvement in 
its relations with Warsaw soon and a resumption of the 
negotiations of several German-Polish working groups, 
which have been deadlocked for three-quarters of a year. 
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On Tuesday [10 January] in Bonn, FRG Foreign Minis- 
ter Genscher briefed Chancellor Kohi on his meeting 
with Polish Foreign Minister Olechowski in Paris the 
previous day. Originally, Genscher wanted to stay in 
Paris at the chemical-weapons conference until this 
Wednesday [11 January], but he interrupted his stay in 
the French capital to participate in the Bonn Cabinet 
meeting and to separately brief the chancellor. After the 
talk with Olechowski, Genscher said that it is permissi- 
ble to assume that Kohl will visit Poland before the end 
of the year. The exact date will probably be discussed on 
Friday next week [20 January]. Poland’s head of govern- 
ment Rakowski will be in Bonn on 20 January as the 
guest of President von Weizsaecker at a banquet in 
honor of Honorary SPD Chairman Brandt and will meet 
with the chancellor. 


The precondition for the chancellor's trip to Poland, 
which had at first been expected to take place last year, is 
an agreement in technical matters that facilitate a 
“general settlement” of contentious issues and would 
give a “new quality” to the relations. Such a course of 
action was on during Genscher’s visit to Warsaw 
in January 1988. At that time it was said that Kohl's trip 
is to “expedite” the agreement and to formalize the 
results of the discussions. So far, no agreements have 
been reached. Therefore, visits of the Polish foreign 
minister to Bonn have been repeatedly postponed. At the 
end of May 1988 the work groups established during 
Genscher’s visit 5 months before met for the last time. 
Difficulties did not develop in the working groups for 
disarmament, but two other working groups—for 
humanitarian questions and economic and financial 
cooperation—did not reach any results. Now Genscher 
expects that things will start moving again. 


In Paris Genscher agreed with Olechowski that the 
working groups are to meet again. No specific date was 
set. The experts of the ministries are to hold discussions 
before Olechowski's visit to Bonn, which is scheduled for 
March. On Tuesday it was reported from Bonn that 
Genscher expects the governments in Bonn and Warsaw 
to give new tasks to the work groups so that the resump- 
tion of work will be useful. After the meeting with 
Olechowski, the atmosphere is so favorable that now the 
issue is in particular an internal decision in Bonn about 
how far the FRG Government is willing to go in settling 
financial relations. This could be cleared up either by a 
meeting of the ministers involved, in particular Finance 
Minister Stoltenberg, with the chancellor or in separate 
talks between Kohl and government members. A deci- 
sion by Bonn must not take too long, because Rakowski 
will probably want to talk about this with Kohl. 


In Genscher’s view, Olechowski has shown flexibility in 
questions that have remained unsolved so far. Ole- 
chowski expressed the hope that an “overall package” 
will be completed in the foreseeable future. Warsaw's 
readiness for concessions obviously applies primarily to 
the political-humanitarian area, which probably means 
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the treatment of the German minority and the establish- 
ment of a cultural institute. In addition, since Rakowski 
assumed office last September Poland seems to have 
realized that Bonn's financial possibilities are severely 
limited. Now Poland obviously acce; ts the fact that the 
conditions of dealing with Warsaw's debts, which fall 
under the regulations of the “Paris Club,” are also 
binding to the FRG. This makes it impossible to grant 
particularly low interest rates for loans in the future, as 
was the case in 1975 regarding the “jumbo” loan of DM! 
billion negotiated by then-Chancellor Schmidt and 
Poland's Gierek; this loan was considered a “political 
loan,” because it was linked to a Polish promise concern- 
ing exit permits for resettlers. 


Poland reportedly expects Bonn to show flexibility with 
regard to the rescheduling modalities for the “jumbo” 
loan, which Warsaw has never paid back. This is the only 
field in which Bonn can meet Warsaw's wishes, except 
perhaps for the reopening of the suspended cover for 
Polish loans given by the Hermes Insurance company. In 
the FRG Economic Ministry, which is in charge of the 
responsible work group, the possibility of repayment in 
the Polish currency zloty and the use of the financial 
means in joint German-Polish projects in Poland are 
being discussed. In the working group, Warsaw has 
expressed the wish for German participation in the 
reconstruction for Poland's economy; the pro- 
gram costs about DM7 billion. However, Poland has not 
requested German loans of this amount; there seems to 
be the belief that DM2 billion could be raised as a loan. 
Bonn has answered that such a leeway is not possible. 
Now the Polish wishes seem to concentrate on the 
rescheduling modalities of old liabilities and the resump- 
tion of the Hermes guarantees. 


Genscher Sees Cuban, Angolan Ministers 
LD1101141489 Hamburg DPA in German 1314 GMT 
11 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] Bonn/Paris (DPA)—Federal Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher (FDP) said on Wednesday that 
the Federal Government will support peaceful coexist- 
ence between black and white inhabitants in an indepen- 
dent Namibia. In talks on the periphery of the chemical 
weapons conference in Paris with Cuban Foreign Min- 
ister Isidoro Malmierca Peoli and Angolan Deputy For- 
eign Minister Venancio de Moura, Genscher discussed 
the peace process in Southern Africa, the Bonn foreign 
ministry said. Both states have signed the agrcement 
with South Africa on the withdrawal of Cuban troops 
from Angola. Thus, the path is free to elections in 
Namibia under UN supervision. [passage omitted] 


Further Reportage on GDR Citizens in FRG Mission 


Lawyer Says Reports False 
LD1101134989 Hamburg DPA in German 
1301 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] East Berlin (DPA)—East Berlin lawyer Wolf- 
gang Vogel has described reports whereby at least one 
GDR citizen hoping to receive permission to leave for 














FBIS-WEU-89-008 
12 January 1989 


the West sought refuge in the FRG Embassy in Bucharest 
as “figments of the imagination.” Wednesday Vogel 
refused to comment on the situation of the GDR citizens 
in Bonn’s Permanent Mission in East Berlin or in the 
Prague Embassy. According to unofficial sources in 
Bonn, some 20 GDR citizens inhabit the mission or they 
may have left it again. In addition, it is also said that 
there are six GDR citizens in the embassy in Prague. 
[passage omitted] 


Citizens leave Mission 
fp — Hamburg DPA in German 1808 GMT 
11 Jan 


[Excerpt] East Berlin (DPA)—All the GDR citizens who 
want to leave the country and who took refuge in Bonn’'s 
Permanent Mission in East Berlin, with some of them 
having been there for several days, have left the Mission. 


This was confirmed this evening by both East Berlin 
lawyer Wolfgang Vogel and Deputy Head of the Mission 
Franz Juergen Staab. Nothing has so far been said about 
the exact arrangements. 


“The case is solved,” Wolfgang Vogel told waiting jour- 
nalists after a talk in the Mission lasting over 3 hours. He 


Staab declined to say whether a solution had been found 
which satisfied all those involved. 


Vogel would not say how many GDR citizens had still 
been in the Bonn Mission today. He al so said nothing 


“You won't worm anything more out of me.” 


It is also not yet known how and when they left the 
mission. No more GDR police and security personnel 
were posted outside the Mission than there have been 
during the past few days. 


Citizens Guaranteed No Reprisals 
LD! _— Hamburg DPA in German 1919 GMT 
11 Jan 


[Excerpt] East Berlin (DPA)—All of the GDR citizens— 
approximately 20—wanting to leave the country and 
who have been in the Bonn Permanent Mission in East 
Berlin for several days, left the building this evening. It 
was reliably learned in East Berlin this evening that they 
have been guaranteed freedom from punishment. In 
order not to attract too much attention they left the 
Mission in small groups. They returned to their homes. 


[passage omitted] 
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Eavironmental T: With GDR 
AU1101154589 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
11] Jan 89 p4 


[Michael Jach report: “Exchange of About 
Environmental Technology Between Lower Saxony and 
the GDR”) 


[Text] Hannover—An inner-German, “neighborly” 


mental Ministnes in Hannover and East Berlin, includ- 
ing the GDR Ministry of Science and Technology. In 
“local border traffic,” so to speak, Lower Saxony's 
Environment Minister Werner Remmers (CDU) regis- 
ters the first tangible results of methods for wastewater 
purification and flue gas desulphurization. 


Encouraged by these at first purely commercial coopera- 
tion projects, Remmers held a number of “promising” 
talks with GDR Science Minister Herbert Weiz, Deputy 
Environment Minister Frank Hermann, and Claus Grote, 
secretary general of the East Berlin Academy of Sciences, 
in East Berlin last November. In a talk with DIE WELT, 
Remmers now reported on the results of the visit. 


According to him, the basis of trust with regard to 
technical matters was found by both sides, first, in two 
projects for the modernization of purification plants in 
Duderstadt and Seesen/Harz, in which biochemical puri- 
fication technology from the GDR will be used on FRG 
territory for the first time; second, in East Berlin's 
interest in desulphurization of the Buschhaus brown coal 
power plant near Helmstedt, which produces the mar- 
ketable chemical raw material sulphur. In steady contact 
with Lower Saxony authorities and undaunted by the 
performance weaknesses (which have obviously been 
removed for good recently) of the Buschhaus flue gas 
purification plant, the GDR has stuck to its order given 
in 1986 for similar equipment for its |180-megawatt 
power plant in Rummeisburg near Berlin. This facility is 
to be put into operation in 1990. Obviously, the GDR 
has acquired production lists from the British manufac- 
turer—perhaps for further projects in line with the 
Buschhaus example. At the invitation of Remmers’ min- 
istry, GDR experts will have another meeting with plant 
engineers in Buschhaus in April. 


“Technology transfer,” Remmers says, “need not be a 
one-way street at all.” Since necessity is the mother of 
invention, the GDR might possibly develop cheaper 
environmental technologies than a national economy 
which can “spend more.” A practical example is the 
method of sewage sludge treatment with certain micro- 
bial proteins (enzymes), which is now to be used in 
Seesen and later also in Duderstadt. The method makes 
the sewage sludge practically odorless within 10 hours 
and, at the same time, dehydrates it to such a degree that 
purification plants using this process can do without 
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costly sludge sedimentation basins. The GDR itself is 
obviously operating its first facility in Halberstadt so 
successfully that it has sold licenses to Japan and recently 
also to the FRG. 


In addition to tested cooperation, Remmers presented 
an offer to the East Berlin economics minister to start a 
comprehensive exchange of engineering knowledge with 
financial aid of the Volkswagenwerk Foundation. Rem- 
mers is the chairman of the foundation's board. The 
offer has been received with “great interest,” he said. 


In view of the increased environmental damage in mid- 
die Germany and a corresponding “enormous pressure 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


of demand” the Lower Saxony minister is sure of further 
progress in cooperation. From his “very trusting” talks, 
he gained the impression that “there is no lack of 
awareness of problems” on the part of the GDR, at least 
behind closed doors. Therefore, existing chances could 
be used all the “freer from ideology.” FRG Environment 
Minister Klaus Toepfer can be sure of Lower Saxony’s 
support for the FRG's contribution of solving border- 
transcending environmental problems—such as pollu- 
tion of the River Elbe or air pollution: “With the same 
means that are used in our country to reduce strict limits 
even further, a much higher effect can be achieved from 
the GDR's starting position.” 
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Syria’s Al-Shar* Leaves for Tunis Meetings 
JN1101154889 Damascus SANA in Arabic 


1447 GMT 11 Jan 89 

{Text} Paris, 11 Jan (SANA)}—Foreign Minister Farug 
al-Shar* left Paris this afternoon for Tunis to take part in 
the Arab foreign ministers’ meetings to discuss the U.S 


* Background, Future of Defense 
3519004 1a Paris DEFENSE NATIONALE in French 
Oct 88 pp 79-94 


[Article by Jean-Yves Blandin: “The Disappointments of 
Arms Exports”) 


[Text] All miter: relating to the arms industry are of 


— 
strategic development of the firms. In 
this article, he outlines the reasons for the recent decline 
i defines the rem- 


century, followed by a significant decline in 1985. In 
1987, foreign orders totaled 27.3 billion francs, a slight 
increase (8 percent) over the preceding year, but 
remained far below the 1984 record of 62 billion francs. 
By virtue of its magnitude, the decline resulted in serious 
underemployment in the enterprises in question, leading 
to massive layoffs in an industrial sector that was 
unaware of social problems and accustomed to coddling 
its personnel. 


This decline in our exports is troublesome because the 
recovery measures being taken—restructuring in the 
fields of organization, production and human resources, 
and the choice of new strategies—require several years of 
effort before leading to significant results. 


In this first section, we shall turn back to that period of 
expansion in order to discern the factors giving rise to 
our commercial success, but also in order to learn the 
causes of our enterprises’ current difficulties. In the 
second section, we shall endeavor to draw up a diagnos- 
tic balance sheet of the arms industry and analyze the 
nature and effec.iveness of measures applied in order to 
en decline in our exports. These essentially eco- 
n easures are indeed aimed at increasing the 

veness of prices through the modernization of 
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the production apparatus and reorganization of siruc- 
tures, but they do not adequately integrate human capac- 
ities. This in spite of our knowledge that a real reconqu- 
est of market shares abroad depends on the stimulation 
and expansion of competence and responsibilities of all 
human resources. It is this reflection that will form the 
subject of the last part. 


Quarter-Century Expansion 


In the 1950's, four countries in the world truly possessed 
an arms industry: the United States, Soviet Union, 
United Kingdom and France (the four greats). The first 
two were certainly capable of meeting the demand of the 
entire world. Nevertheless, their hegemonic pretensions 
disturbed certain customers concerned about preserving 
their political independence. The British arms industry 
could not respond to their requests in a positive manner 
because it was already engaged in a process of decline 
caused by the growing obsolescence of the production 
apparatus and excessive trade unionization. 


In contrast, France was able to meet foreign demand by 
setting up an original, efficient military industrial system 
under the aegis of the Ministerial Directorate for Arma- 
ments (DMA). The end of the 1950's and beginning of 
the following decade witnessed the birth of a new men- 
tality and a dynamic that led our country to manifest a 
conquering military industrialism. It was a time for 
fighting spirit, imagination and technological risk, con- 
cerns over profitability and marketing not being the 
issue. France's political commitments at the time also 
contributed to the expansion. General de Gaulle’s per- 
sonal role was decisive. First of all, for a rapid 

ment of our deterrent force, he mobilized the brains and 
credits needed to master the most advanced technolo- 
gies. Second, he made respect for France's independence 
the basis for its national and international policy. His 
successors followed his line, contributing to the success 
of our exports by enticing and reassuring the many 


buyers concerned about preserving their independence. 


In addition, a study of this period of expansion leads to 
two observations. First of all, the absence of competition 
and the presence of favorable political conditions were 
not the only factors of success. These accomplishments 
were only rendered possible by the will of certain offi- 
cials in the enterprises or the DMA and the dynamic 
work of sales teams in the field. 


The other observation concerns the very modest sales of 
land and naval equipment abroad. This expansion was 
mainly the work of aeronautical arms industries which, 
modeled after the “silicon culture,”' dynamic and inte- 
grating the most advanced technologies, took advantage 
of the extraordinary situation in the 1960's. The same 
was not true of government plants and arsenals where 
most of the land and naval arms were conceived. Con- 
tent to define their activities in terms of government 
orders, unconcerned about the cost or profitability of 
their production and subject to the sole limitation of 
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financial audits, these organizations practically imposed 
their systems of value and cost structures on their 
ministry. Their culture, that of the arsenal,’ placed them 
above commercial law and limited them to meeting only 
national needs. 


Success Does Not Justify Inertia 


The dynamic of export success did not come to a halt 
overnight, leaving our arms industry exposed in 1985 on 
a world market whose laws were unknown to it. The 
reversal in the situation was foreseeable by the end of the 
1970's, given the fact that our industrial, economic and 
commercial structures were increasingly out of step with 
a changing and ever more competitive world environ- 
ment. Headed by engineers, the arms industry thought it 
enjoyed lasting supremacy thanks to its advanced tech- 
nology and real savoir faire. However, by 1980, quality 
and technology no longer represented a decisive sales 
pitch. Economic factors and service performance took 
on significant importance in the eyes of a clientele that 
was better informed, more demanding, endowed with 
more modest resources and sought after by a wide range 
of competitors. French manufacturers, spoiled by suc- 
cess and satisfied with the volume of their order books, 
refused to face these new difficulties and developed a 
simple strategy, that of awaiting the return of happier 
days. This blind policy rapidly produced its effects. In 
1980, the French arms industry was simply in danger, 
but 5 years later it was in real difficulty. 


With the decline, it is too easy to blame all French firms 
for their inertia. Some of them certainly identified with 
a success they believed to be eternal. In contrast, others, 
aware of the fragility of their supremacy, probably antic- 
ipated as early as !980 taking the measures needed to 
avoid a drop in exports in the near future. The coming to 
power a few months later of a government relatively 
hostile to the development of arms and that resorted to 
threats of excessive nationalizations discouraged all 
moves aimed at recovery. 


Our blighted hopes are essentially due to inertia in the 
face of an increasingly competitive environment and 
reveal the structural weaknesses of the arms enterprises. 
Moreover, they have been amplified by the very nature 
of our mentality and the inadequacy of our commercial 
export action. 


Changes in the World Environment 


World War II confirmed Europe's decline in the world 
and the leadership of the United States. In the commer- 
cial realm, American methods and the English language 
took over and began to be used by new economic powers 
such as the FRG and Japan. In contrast, the French, 
profoundly attached to their culture, hesitated to apply 
these new methods or use English. The time lost in 
accepting this cultural break was not too damaging in the 
1960's, when foreign markets characterized by weak 
competition were still governed by factors related to our 
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language and culture. By 1980, this generation of buyers 
had given way to new leaders trained in Anglo-Saxon 
methods and for whom “business is business.” 


A second major fact since the last war has been the 
acceleration of progress in technology with a noteworthy 
reduction in the period between the time of a discovery 
and its industrial application. For photography, for 
example, access to the industrial era took 112 years, for 
the telephone 56, for radar 15, for the transistor 5. Now, 
however’, for electronic and computer elements, the time 
has been cut to under 2 years.. The effect of this 
acceleration has been to make new technologies rapidiy 


newcomers have taken market shares away from us, not 
only in the fields of land and naval weapons, but in 
aeronautics as well. Moreover, starting in 1975, their 
arrival coincided with the return of American manufac- 
turers to foreign markets in force following the war in 
Vietnam. This resurgence of the United States with 
top-of-the-line products and the coming of manufactur- 
ers of less sophisticated equipment had already put our 
industry in a difficult position. 


Likewise, this period of expansion witnessed a radical 
modification in the behavior of customers. Actually, the 
1950's and 1960's allowed our exporters to develop in a 
context of an oligopoly. The of newcomers 
on foreign markets in the 1970's put an end to that 
favorable environment and created a situation of perfect 
competition. Better informed and more experienced, 
customers became sensitive to prices and demanding 
with respect to quality and the reliability of products. 


Structural Weaknesses of Oar Industry 


It is a tradition in France to claim credit for successes 
and biame failures on others. Such a policy prevailed 
throughout the period of expansion. Euphoric because of 
often spectacular orders, officials neglected to seek the 
causes of certain failures in the past. Not only would they 
would have observed that the environment in which 
their en ises were developing was undergoing a pro- 
found change, but also that their industrial and commer- 
cial competitiveness was deteriorating for structural and 
human reasons. Actually, French firms are distinguished 
by bureaucratic organization and social relationships of 
an antagonistic nature. Tensions between departments 
or between enterprises and government agencies are 
always rooted in the maintenance of certain influence 
and any powers whatsoever. The existence of “little 
bosses” within our hierarchic organizations hurts general 
coordination and causes helter-skelter effects, whence 
delays in manufacturing and selling. Another harmful 
effect of this individualistic behavior is the hoarding of 
information. 








blood in all these structures. 


generated by the environment. So far, this article has 
illustrated the weaknesses and threats concerning tha 


technologies. 

analysis of industrial performance on the basis of oper- 
ational and technical criteria reveals a leading 

position, which can of course not equal that of the 
United States or the Soviet Union, but clearly outranks 
that of other countries. Although customers are increas- 
ingly sensitive to the economic aspects of any purchase, 
they nevertheless remain, in the weapons field, highly 
attached to the level of technical and operational perfor- 
mance. This high level is the result of close relations 
between manufacturers, the departments of the DGA 
[General Weapons Department] and the Armed Forces. 


Another factor of success is the o iginality of our prod- 
ucts, which is due to large investinents in research and 
development, as well as the innovative thinking of our 
engineers. Supported by the departments of the DGA, 
they enjoy effective technological supervision enabling 
them to master advanced, constantly evolving tech- 
niques. With a few exceptions, French products also 
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have a good image and enjoy the guarantee supplied by 
their use in our Armed Forces. These inducements are 
combined with the quality of production and savoir faire 
of our technicians. 


Opportunities and Limitations 


With the challenges and limitations it imposes on our 
enterprises, the world environment is definitely at the 
root of our export disappointments, but it nonetheless 
deserves credit for making our borders permeable and 
allowing the expansion of the range of application of new 
strategies. Such expansion leads in turn to modern 
concerns that our manufacturers are capable of taking 
into account, concerns such as the development of 
means of communication and information, the mobili- 
zation of human resources, research and the drafting of 
policies of cooperation and partnership. This worldwide 
spread of markets promotes phenomena of concentra- 
tion in high technology sectors. In weapons, such con- 
centration is delayed for political reasons, but it is 
nevertheless unavoidable. 


Difficulties encountered on domestic and foreign mar- 
kets have caused leaders to build coherent strategies with 
the means at hand. Some have decided to concentrate 
anew on their basic craft and end less profitable activi- 
ties, while others have undertaken diversification aimed 
at civilian-type production. Such difficulties have also 
led to more effective commercial policies, in search of 
ventures and just as profitable. 


Pressures generated by the environment also give rise to 
changes in thinking and forms of action. In the plants, 
emerging forces jostle the bureaucracy and laziness. 

efficiency and economy comprise the guide- 
lines of flexible, living structures. 


In addition, the crisis has made our enterprises aware of 
their relations of dependency and the need to take one 
another into account. The success of Marcel Dassault 
was shared by Thomson, Matra, SNECMA [National 
Aircraft Engine Design and Manufacturing Co.], and 
many other firms, comfortably following in its wake on 
foreign markets. Then the year 1986 watched Dassault's 
sales declin’:, along with those of all its partners, which 
for a quarter of a century had neglected to seize many 
opportunities on vast markets. As early as 1975 in 
particular, a new market emerged, that of “retroprofit,” 
developed by less wealthy clients anxious to modernize 
their equipment and vectoring electronics (aircraft and 
tanks) whose life span could go as high as two or three 
decades. Making something new out of something oid is 
not always easy, but it is unfortunate that the market (of 
little interest to Dassault, which wanted to sell new 
equipment) was neglected by most of its partners. 


Finally, despite the growing complexity of problems, 
environmental limitations led executives to return to 
simple icieas: designing excellent products wthout useless 
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expenditures, restoring customers’ predominance and 
anticipating markets. Practice and common sense would 
henceforth be their guide in making strategic choices. 


Diagnosis of Competitiveness 

In order to achieve greater clarity, the elements included 

wt the preceding paragraphs have been brought together 

schematically in the form of a table known as SOFT.” 

Strengths 

1) Men: competence in research and development, inno- 
vative thinking. 

2) Products: high technology, quality, reliability, safety, 
repute. 


3) A captive national market. 
4) Excellent technological supervision. 
3; Support of the Armed Forces and the DGA. 


Weaknesses 


1) Men: excessive “functional” personnel, insufficient 
“operational” personnel, absence of “new blood,” 
limited experience on foreign markets. 

2) Products: high prices, imperfect postse ¢ services. 

3) Structures: inflexibilities, antagonistic relationships, 
—— of communication, poorly organized sales 
orces. 


4) Misapprehension of environment: poorly adapted 
prospecting, misunderstanding of competition, mod- 
erate mastery of financial and legal demands of the 
clientele, very little assistance from official export 
agencies and departments. 


Opportunities 


1) Men: growing qualification, reduction in excessive 
staffing, mobilization of human resources (motiva- 
tion and participation). 


2) Products: new technologies, improved quality and 
productivity, response to technical and financial con- 
cerns of customers, retroprofit. 

3) Worldwide nature of economy: new markets, perme- 
ability of borders, greater concentration, policies of 
partnership and cooperation. 


4) Development of communication 


5) Flexibility of organizations and services. 


FRANCE 


Threats 


Increasingly commonplace nature of technologies, 
replacement products, increased competition, shrinking 
and impoverishment of traditiona! markets, worldwide 
spread of the economy with the proximity of competitors 
and excessively slow reorganization of our enterprises. 


A study of the table points up the existence of strengths 
that enable French industry to differentiate itself by 
virtue of its ability to produce high technology products 
with a high value added. Unfortunately, these strengths 
are annihilated by excessive structural and commercial 
weaknesses. One has the image of the bonsai,’ which, 

although it has strong roots, cannot develop because of 
poor circulation of the sap. Reducing such weaknesses is 
an absolute priority. Curative actions underway must 
continue and intensify so as to make our enterprises very 
competitive. The table also enables one to situate our 
industry in the world environment and, consequently, 
make the possible strategic choices. 


Curative Actions 


French firms were slow in implementing the necessary 
actions aimed at recovery, but results have already been 
registered in the fields of productivity, management and 
adherence to schedules. However, the establishment of 
adaptable, flexible structures has developed too slowly. 
Here also, accelerated changes are essential if an end is to 
be put to partitioning, inertia, and cultural sluggishness. 
These new structures must permit an effective assimila- 
tion of commercial actions into all other activities and 
make the members of general management responsible 
in the highest degree. Sales must no longer be considered 
as parallel, less than worthy operations entrusted to a 
handful of experts. 


In addition, for our weakened companies, improved 
commercial competitiveness on difficult markets where 
competition and trends are difficult to grasp must be 
based on commercial supervision as effective as techno- 
logical supervision and remain guided by coherence and 
pertinence. Knowing markets, customers (both dictators 
and decisionmakers) and the competition implies that 
local networks must have a good base and be aggressive 
and that sales teams be extremely competent and have 
vast experience. The latter must not be cut off from their 
markets and they must anticipate all trends. It cannot be 
forgotten that a product is often due to the quality of the 
men who sell it rather than its own. 


Strategic Choices 


The aforementioned actions are for the purpose of 
placing French businesses in the best possible situation 
in an increasingly hostile environment. In the carly 
1980's, the British arms industry applied identical recov- 
ery measures. Its performance is now excellent and 
surpasses Our Own on several markets. 
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choices for French firms will be directed toward discov- 
ering the ways and means it must employ to gain a 
certain number of decisive competitive a vantages, thus 
obtaining today the answers to tomortuw's problems. 
Their purpose is naturally to win back certain markets 
and find new areas of penetration, whence the choice of 
strategic offensives. Michael Porter* has defined three 
such categories of strategies: domination by costs, differ- 
entiation, and specialization. 


For most of our firms, domination by costs cannot now be 
envisaged, given the excessive staffing and the level of our 
sales prices. On the other hand, if one refers to the content 
of the preceding table, one will note that French firms do 
——— ee 


The application of such strategies is nothing new,for it is 
those very strategies that were responsible for 25 years of 
success. Not explicitly spelled out, they were de facto 
strategies. Thus it was that Acrospatiale stood out in the 
field of tactical missiles, Matra in air missiles, Thomson- 
CSF [General Radio Co.] and the ESD [Serge Dassault 
Electronics] in electronics. As for Intertechnique, it 
chose the path of specialization (or the “niche” stra 

so dear to Vincent Bollore) in order to assure itself 

decisive position in controlling aircraft fuel circuits. 


It is therefore to be regretied that the cxecutives of 
several enterprises, particularly among the largest, con- 
centrated their efforts on — problems, while 
neglecting economic considerations. Having failed to 
anticipate market needs and the reactions of the compe- 
tition, they are now forced into accommodations 
imposed on them by outside events. Their difficulty is 
facing a constrictive present, with the basic problem still 
to be resolved in the future: the implementation of 
recovery actions in diminishe14 organizations within the 
framework of clearly defined strategies. 


Reflections on the Future 


Taking the evolution of foreign markets into account is 

to the success of our sales abroad, but it must 
not be the scle basis for an export strategy. The drafting 
and application of such a strategy call upon other param- 
eters and are the work of a handful of officials at the 
highest levels of the hierarchy, the only ones, conse- 
quently, capable of promoting interfacing between the 
resources available to them and the national and inter- 
national environment. However, one will observe that 
they perceive domestic phenomena clearly, but outside 
phenomena less well, and that in this area, their actions 
cause them to react instinctively in the face of pressure 
from competition perceived late. Due to delays in reor- 
ganization measures that are cost related, they now have 


commercial 

scarcely been modified. Old relationships of dependency 
are often maintained, while an integration of commer- 
cial activities into the overall activities of the enterprises 
was essential. 


The obtention of higher industrial productivity is cer- 
tainly a plus, and such an endeavor must be inserted into 
the concern for overall efficiency. While productivity is a 
great mobilizer for engineers and technicians, it provides 
only average motivation for administrative personnel 
and leaves salesrnen practically indifferent. For all indi- 


real factor of motivation and rallying. It also makes it 
possible to determine the best adapted structures, pro- 
vided that each individual, on his own level, agrees in 
advance to accept innovations and social transforma- 
tions. Unfortunately, this qualitative mobilization of 
human resources cannot be conceived of without a 
company plan. The adoption of such a plan has in the 
recent past enabled several companies to confirm their 
performance or achieve success once again, providing 
the best responses to problems raised by social and 
technical evolutions. In these industries, the bureau- 
cratic, inflexible organizations at the root of the difficul- 
ties gave way to flexible systems capable of responding to 
the forces of change. Antagonisms faded away in a 
climate of cooperation and participation; communica- 
tion and information rose to greater dimensions. Only an 
overall company plan permits the best possible use of 
two rare resources: manpower and communication. 





particularly in the weapons field, owe it to themselves to be 
ae See ee eae eee ae. 

ithdrawing to the domestic market would soon mean the 
deterioration of the worth of our Armed Forces, with 
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reductions in the amount of equipment and a loss in 
technological value. Only the United States and the Soviet 
Union can escape such deterioration. 


In the arms industry, where political influence and 
pressure play a considerable role, exporting does not 
mean selling at any cost, accepting financial losses or 
technological 


1. Jean Ruffat, LE FIGARO, 30 April 1983. 
2. SOFT: Strength Opportunity Feebleness Threat 


3. Image borrowed from Masaru Yoshitomi, director of 
forecasting in Japan. 


4. Michael Porter: “Choix strategiques et concurrence,” 
Ed. Economica. 
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Andreotti Replies to Shamir Criticism Over PLO 
LD1101205789 Rome Domestic Service in ltalian 
1830 GMT 1I1 Jan 89 


[Text] Today Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti resolutely 
outlined Italy's policy on the delicate matter of the Middle 
East. Replying to the severe statements made by Israeli 
Prime Minister Shamir on Italy's policy on the PLU, 
Andreotti in essence states that Italy does not aspire to a 
mediating role, but cannot remain idle while a very serious 
crisis continues. The Palestinian people's right to self- 
determination, the minister continued, has been solemnly 
ratified by the EEC. However, generally it is the sick aud 
not the well who need a doctor. According to Andreotti, it 
is necessary to start negotiations quickly and the next step 
forward, at this point, is up to the Israelis. 


De Mita, Uno Discuss Trade, Other Matters 
ta — Tokyo KYODO in English 1321 GMT 
11 Jan 


—* Rome, Jan. 11 KYODO—Italian Prime Minister 
ig: Ciriaco de Mita said Wednesday he will visit Japan 
as as possible after his previously planed trip was 
put off due the illness the late Emperor Hirohito, Japa- 
nese officials said. 


The officials said de Mita made the commitment in a 
meeting with visiting Japanese Foreign Minister Sosuke 
Uno. 


De Mita had been slated to visit Japan in late September 
last year but put off the trip after Emperor Hirohito fell 
— ill on September 19. The emperor died last 
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The officials said de Mita and Uno also agreed to make 
mutual efforts to ease trade barriers between the two 
countries. 


Italy imposes discriminatory i aport restrictions on 34 
Japanese products including : stomobiles, television sets 
and silk products. 

Japan, on the other hand, maintains import restrictions 
ee ee ee ae ee 


Uno and de Mita agreed that the two countries should 
make efforts to dismantle the trade barriers prior to de 
Mita’s visit to Japan, Japanese officials said. 


The date of de :ta's visit has not been set. 


Uno handed a personal message from Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita to de Mita, in which the Japanese 
Premier renewed his invitation to his Italian counterpart 
to visit Japan, the officials said. 

Uno also met with Italian President Francesco Cossiaga 
and Pope John Paul II later in the day, they said. 
Antiterrorism, Antidrug Pact Signed With UK 
LD1201040189 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 
2300 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] Italy and Great Britain are now more closely 
linked in the fight against terrorism, crime, 


organized 
and drugs. An agreement to this effect was by 
Italian Interior Minister Gava and his British ter- 
part, Douglas Hurd. The agreement makes provision for 
exchanges of information, cooperation among Police, 
and common measures to prevent money laundering. 
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Genzalez on Failed Semmit With Union Leaders 
LD1201045089 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
0000 GMT 12 Jan 89 


Moncloa Palace [the prime minister's residence}. One of 
the concluding statements by the prime minister was: | 


second reference to staying in his post: 


to rencance its demands and has no intention of toning 
them down. Consequently, in a reasonable and resolute 
manner, it is going to continue upholding these 
demands, which are not just those of the unions, until we 
are sure they will be met. [end recording] 


More details on the summit meeting just 20 minutes 
after the prime minster’s news conference. Go ahead, 
Ernesto Carratala: 


(Carratala}] Prime Minster Felipe Gonzalez’ news confer- 
ence to assess the more than 6-hour meeting with the 
unions ended just a few minutes ago. Felipe Gonzalez 
agreed with Nicolas Redondo and Antonio Gutierrez 
[secretary general of Workers’ Commissions] in saying 
that his assessment is moderately pessimistic. 


Felipe Gonzalez also said he was worried because, in his 
opinion, there is more at stake than just a number of 
minimum demands. In the prime minister's opinion, at 
stake is the future of the economic and social policy of a 
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Felipe Gonzalez accused the unions of not quantifying 
their demands by giving a specific figure, while the 
government continues to offer 35,000 million pesetas to 
correct the social debt caused by the increase in inflation 
over the figure forecast. 


Gonzalez also said that social harmony, as it was under- 
stood during the years of the transition, can be consid- 


On another matter, Felipe Gonzalez was asked at the 
news conference about the arrests of suspected ETA 
members in France. This was his reply: 


[Begin Gonzalez recording] | will make just one com- 
ment. We have learned that there have been a number of 
important arrests in France. | do not wish to comment at 
all on the individuals concerned or the significance of the 
arrests. | think that they are very important, very impor- 
tant in a matter of great significance to Spanish public 
opinion and Spanish society, as the struggle against 
terrorism is. [end recording] 


ETA Second-in-Command Arrested in France 
LD1101214089 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
2100 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] The number two man in the present ETA struc- 
ture, Jose Antonio Urrutikoetxea, alias Josu Ternera, is 


officially confirm names. The Span- 


Together with Franciscc Mugica Garmendia, alias Arta- 
palo, Josu Ternera has been a member of the ETA 
leadership since the death in Algeria of Domingo 
Iturbe—Txomin—and the deportation to Algiers of 
Eugenio Etxebeste—Antxon. 
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In short, this is the news to which RNE has had access— 
the important blow to the ETA leadership, which the 
Spanish authorities have repeatedly requested from 
France and which comes just 4 days after the announce- 
ment of a 2-week truce by the terrorist organization. 


Meanwhile, in an operation which began at 0600 this 
morning 400 kilometers from the French-Spanish bor- 
ee en ee Se eee ae 

Struggle, used explosives 


members and a French citizen in whose name the flat 
was registered. The sources consulted by RNE say that 
the two operations were linked. 


ETA Official on Arrest 
LD1201 100489 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
0800 GMT 12 Jan 89 


{Excerpts} A hard blow has been struck against the ETA 
terrorist organization. Yesterday Jose Antonio Urrutikoet- 
xea Bengoechea—Josu Ternera—head of ETA's military 
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apparatus and regarded as the terrorist organization's 
number one strong man, was arrested in Bayonne. [passage 
omitted] 


With Josu Ternera another ETA leader Elena Beloqui 
was arrested, also in Bayonne. [passage omitted] 


Reactions to an anti-terrorist operation of this magnitude 
have not been slow in coming. Herri Batasuna’s [People's 
Unity] Tasio Erkizia described it as provocation. 


[Begin Erkizia recording] Well, 1 believe this is a real 
provocation directed against the organization to see if it 
breaks its word. But ETA has often said publicly that its 
Operation is a team operation and not just an individual 
operation; therefore | believe that ETA will not change its 
line and that it will stick to its | 5-day unilaieral cease-fire, 
despite this barefaced provocation by the police forces. 
This makes sense because the French Government has 
directly collaborated at the express and anguished request 
of the PSOE. [end recording] [passage omitted] 
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Finland process of integrating—not economically but also 
a — possibly also —S—— pape 
UN Envoy on Libyan Planes Vote versions — — RGIS aS ae 
LD1201 102189 Helsinki Domestic Service a 
in Finnish 0600 GA<T 12 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] The proposal concerning the communique on 
the issue of the aircraft incident between the United 
States and Libya was voted down in the UN security 
Council last night. [passage omitted] 


Finland regards it as unreasonable to demand that 
military exercises be interrupted. The Uniied States, like 
all other nations, has the right to operate in international 
waters. This was stated by the Finnish UN representa- 
tive, Klaus Toernudd, after the voting. 


Explaining the vote in the security Council Toernudd 
said that Finland has reservations toward some points in 
the text. 


Helsinki Paper Interviews Kalevi Sorsa 
PM 1101114989 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 30 Dec 88 p 11 


[Report on interview with Foreign Minister Kalevi Sorsa 
by Marit Ingves: “Sorsa Wants a Debate: What Does 
Disarmament Require of Us?"—dete, place not given] 


[Text] Foreign Minister Kalevi Sorsa is surprised. He 
wonders why politicians are being accused of remaining 
silent in the current debate on Europe's future. He is 
surprised that in the Swedish and West German press 
demands are made of Finland which not even the 
countries’ own governments would consider meeting. 


“We are expected to do something to support develop- 
ments in the Baltic region—but no one ever says straight 
out what measures we should adopt,” said Sorsa, who 
wants to see a wide-ranging debate on another aspect of 
the future—disarmament in the field of conventional 
weapons and forces. “We have to be aware of this trend 
and consider what it requires of us,” he said. 


In the international debate it is said from time to time 
that “Europe is being reshaped for the first time since 
World War IT” and that we are “back at Yalta,” where 
Europe's future was decided. In Finland there is much 
talk of economic integration but rarely any discussion of 
visions of the future—where our continent is going and 
Finland's role in this context. 


[Ingves] How do you view the Europe that is in the 
process of developing? 


{Sorsa] There is a possibility that our continent is in the 
process of changing completely. But you should also 
emember that developments do not necessarily need to 
amount to that. At present there is a feeling that this is 
the case. First and foremost, Western Europe is in the 


According to Sorsa, the feeling that a new wind of 
openness that could transform the face and life of Europe 
iS Sweeping across it is more important but perhaps less 
certain. 


“I do not want to speculate about how Europe will look 
in the future. In connection with social changes it almost 
always happens that you do not pay attention to all the 
pieces and that your vision of the future turns out to be 
ee SS See peteaee See 2 es Oe ee 
emphasis on the endeavors toward cooperation and 
openness.” 


The foreign minister does not think that Europe's polit- 
ical structure will change radically. Nor is he convinced 
that in the 90's the “German question” will again 
become the central problem in European politics. That is 
a view put forward by Dr Max Jakobson. 


“In actual fact there is today less pressure for such 
changes and endeavors than in the past in relations 
between different states. The above-mentioned trend 
that is currently taking place contradicts such a view. 
The various parts of Europe are instead prepared to 
support what they see as positive trends in each other. 
They want increased cooperation rather than isolation. 


“But the “German question’ is still important because 
the large German-speaking region lies at the center of our 
continent. On the other hand even today both sides in 
Europe are fully determined to avoid solutions which 
could lead to the German question again becoming a 
major problem. 


“I believe that the Germans themselves realize today 
that this would not be to their advantage.” 


Sorsa sees the initial phase of the current trend most 
clearly in the actions of the Soviet Union. The country is 
“unbuttoned” in its approach to the rest of Europe. This 
has given rise to widespread positive reactions in West- 
ern Europe. This can be seen in many ways. For instance, 
in the increased contacts between the CEMA nations and 
the European Community, the East's interest in the 
Council of Europe and EFTA, the decision to scrap the 
medium-range missiles, and Gorbachev's unilateral dec- 
laration that he is prepared to cut forces by 500,000 men, 
including 50,000 men in other Warsaw Pact countries. 


“The current trend ought to be crowned in the next few 
weeks by something which unites all these phe-omena— 
the conclusion of the CSCE follow-up conference in 
Vienna,” Sorsa said. 
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One of the problems in the Austrian capital, where future 
conventional disarmament has been discussed within the 
CSCE framework, has been what the link between the 
process and the two military alliances’ negotiations 
should look like. Since we now—almost—have the blue- 
print in our hands, Sorsa believes that it will correspond 
to Finland's ambitions. 


[Sorsa] We have promoted the view that the neutral and 
nonaligned states should also be kept informed and be 
given the opportunity to voice their views. But realism 
indicates that the important discussions will be carried 
on between the alliances’ member nations.“ 


[Ingves] Do you think that in principle Finland should 
disarm in the longer term? 


{Sorsa] Yes, yes, of course. When we make such demands 
in international politics and of the international commu- 
nity we cannot assume that these do not need to affect us. 
The acute need for disarmament chiefly involves reduc- 
ing the two power groupings’ capacity to make surprise 
attacks and in this way eliminating threat scenarios. 
Certainly, no one feels threatened by us; we belong to a 
different category of countries. But we have to ask the 
question: Is there any special reason why Finland's level 
of armaments should rise at the same time as others are 
disarming? And also: Is there any reason why Finland's 
defense capacity—even if it is kept at its present level— 
should become proportionately stronger in international 
comparisons because the others are cutting down? 


There has been very little discussion of this aspect. I 
hope that it will be raised in the public debate, and also 
that it will be considered by the new Defense Policy 
Commission. The European disarmament aspect should 
also be taken into consideration when the development 
of Finland's defense forces is being discussed. 


At the present time I would simply like to see a sober 
debate. We do not know what will happen in the long 
term. For the time being we only have an agreement 
covering medium-range missiles. All the other possible 
steps are merely proposals at present. 


I would like to avoid finding ourselves in a situation where 
we suddenly notice that everyone else is already disarming 
at a rapid rate and we do not even have plans for how we 
are to adapt ourselves to the changed situation. 


We must become aware of the trend and begin to think 
about what it requires of us. 


[Ingves] The “new” Europe consists of several pieces. 
These include the economic, the military, the political, 
and the cultural. Which of these affect Finland? 


Sorsa] Everything affects us. But we are most affected 
the economic reforms since Finland is dependent on 
foreign trade. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 


Sorsa denied that current developments are in any way a 
problem for Finland. On the contrary, he thinks that 
these largely correspond to what Finland has been striv- 
ing for in its policies. 


“Of course it is always more difficult to predict changes 
than to live in a static situation. There are also always 
problems of adjustment. But from our viewpoint these 
are very welcome developments.” 


Sorsa pointed to the problems. They are chiefly related to 
the very complicated negotiations we are engaged in with 
the EEC and within EFTA. The ongoing decentralization 
of ecoromic decisions and the reorganization of foreign 
trade in the Soviet Union forces Finland to increase areas 
of contact and acquire more skillful negotiators with a 
knowledge of languages. Following the evolution of rules 
and practice requires a great deal of work. 


Sorsa answers “no” to those who wonder whether Finland 
is sitting safely in the stalls witnessing a major historical 
spectacle in which we have no part. He reminded me of 
Finland's role as a prime mover in setting the CSCE 
process in motion. Within this process we have a role that 
is several times more active and important than the size of 
our population would lead one to expect. This is a role 
which we will not lose in the future. 


“I believe that the policies which we have been pursuing 
for many years and which are in their infancy have now 
burst into flower. The fact that they are accepted 
throughout Europe does not mean that our importance 
has decreased—quite the reverse. 


“It is possible that our line did not have a chance of 
succeeding in the past.” 


The foreign minister also mentioned Finland's experience 
of trade with both Eastern and Western countries. We have 
extensive knowledge of both that cannot be found in other 
parts of Europe. He counters arguments that it is only a 
matter of time before others learn the same lessons by 
saying that we should not anticipate events. 


Sorsa is surprised at the assertion that our politicians are 
keeping silent in the current debate. The big headlines 
are made by Dr Jakobson and the prime minister's 
foreign policy adviser, Keijo Korhonen. The foreign 
minister considers that he has talked about current 
developments in Europe to an extent that borders on 
fatigue and tedium. Despite the fact that he is most often 
asked to talk about economic integration he has tried to 
give an overall picture. Nor does Sorsa think that the 
president, the prime minister, and the foreign trade 
minister have hidden their lights under a bushel. 


“I wonder what the debate lacks. We politicians and 
those in commerce and industry would like to hear the 
voice of cultural circles and of academics. On the other 
hand I must concede that there is not a total silence 


among these groups either.” 
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[Ingves] In an interview with HUFVUDSTADSBLA- 
DET 18 months ago you called for a foreign policy 
debate more accessible to ordinary people—that we in 
Finland should get away from discussions of various 
details within the CSCE process, for example. Have your 
hopes been fulfilled? 


“The debate has become more intense and at a very 
popular level—on the newspapers’ letter pages and in 
cafes,” said Sorsa, who considers that developments in the 
Baltic region have meant that people talk more politics. 


“It is not only a question of morality when we discuss 
events on the other side of the Gulf of Finland. They 


“The debate has in no way been embarrassing or led to 
special risks for us. It has been kept within the frame- 
work of reason.” But Sorsa is surprised at certain articles 
that have been written chiefly in Sweden and the FRG. 


“From these it is clear that Finland is expected to do 
something—no one says what this something is—to 
support developments in the Baltic states. | was espe- 
cially surprised that our government is expected to adopt 
measures which the governments in Sweden and the 
FRG would never consider adopting. Some German 
newspaper or other referred to our brother peoples in the 
Baltic states. Of course, the Estonians are our brother 
people. But in the Baltic region there are peoples who are 
related more closely to the Germanic wo-‘d.” 


He finds the explanation for this type of demand in what 
he calls the dying breaths of Finlandization which are 


gradually ebbing away. [passage omitted] 
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Norway 


* Environment Party Holds First Meeting 
36390015c Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
31 Oct 88 p7 


tines") by Tore Oksholen: “New Party Cuts Across Old 


[Text] Rondetun, Dovre, 30 October—“The environ- 
mental party, the Greens, cuts across all traditional 
dividing lines in party politics. It is the traditional 
one Seam ware created the difficulties we face. 
are not able to solve our problems,” 
ee ee eee Oe eee See 
held to found the environmental party, the Greens. 


The new party was founded on the roof of Norway. 
People from the entire country had made appointments 
with one another in order to make the Green movement 
into a formal party. An interim executive board was 


to come up with a draft program for the 
first annual meeting in February of next year. In addition 
to an intense involvement with and environmen- 


tal protection, the party defines itself as being critical of 
today’s defense policy and basically distrustful of NATO 
and the Warsaw Pact, the big military alliances. “We'll 
see whether there's an alternative to the gigantic military 
machine we have today which destroys resources,” said 
Hakon Stang, a member of the interim executive board. 


The present party system was subjected to harsh criticism. 


Not even “ ” parties such as the Liberal Party and the 
Socialist of the Left escaped criticism. “There's a 
division of in politics. On the nonsocialist side the 
Liberal Party tends toward green values, while among 


socialists, it’s the Socialist Party of the Left. But for the 
most part the Norwegian political parties represent sector 
interests. We see ita our ask to think entirely of and pay 
attention to Mother Earth’s interests,” Stang said. 


General controversial questions of policy were not on the 
agenda at the Greens’ founding meeting. Stang does not 
fear the rough and tumble when it comes to taking posi- 
tions on matters not directly involving environmental 
protection. 
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Spokesman Rejects Batu ‘ > on Talks 
NC1101193489 Nicosia Television Service in Greek 
1830 GMT 11 Jan 89 


CYPRUS 6 


Finally, regarding Batu’s allegation that some Turkish- 
Cypriot proposals were concealed from the National 
Council, Fandis asked the Turkish spokesman not to 
worry. President of the Republic Yeoryios Vasiliou, he 
said, briefs the National Council fully and faithfully. We 
assure Batu, Fandis concluded, that the political leaders 
are unanimous regarding the substance for solving the 
Cyprus problem. 


Nicosia Scorns Turkish Search, Rescue Area Law 
NC1101173189 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1600 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] The Cyprus Government denounces Turkey's latest 
arbitrary act to include the occupied part of Cyprus and 
half the Aegean in its area of responsibility for search and 
rescue operations, and will protest this new Turkish ille- 
gality to the responsible international organizations. 


This was stated today by the government spokesman in 
Nicosia, who stressed that Turkey's arbitrary and unilat- 
eral act flagrantly violates international law and treaties. 
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Demarche on Turkish Rescue in Aegean Lodged 
NC1101173689 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1700 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] Alternate Foreign Minister loannis Kapsis today 
summoned the Turkish charge d'affaires in Athens and 
lodged a demarche concerning the recent Turkish Coun- 
cil of Ministers decision on search and rescue operations 
in the Aegean Sea. Kapsis stressed that this action is 
deliberate, illegal, and against international law, and in 
no way can it affect the legal status now in force. He also 
expressed hope that the Turkish Government will 
rescind its decision so that a climate of trust may be 
created in accordance with the Davos Spirit. 


on Efforts to Resolve CSCE Problems 
NC1101201289 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1900 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] Coordinated efforts are being exerted to avoid 
failure of the very important conference on the control 
and restriction of conventional forces within the frame- 
work of the CSCE. This statement by government 
spokesman Sotirios Kostopoulos came in response to a 
journalist's question on the government's position 
toward the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs state- 
ment that it would not make any concessions to Greece 
on the question of extending Turkish areas which are to 
be excluded from the measures of [words indistinct]. 


At the same time, the government spokesman categori- 
cally denied reports in today’s press that NATO decided 
last August that the Mersin area would be excluded from 
such control. Kostopoulos stressed that there has never 
been such a decision. 


13th Round of U.S. Bases Talks End 
NC1201123289 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1200 GMT 12 Jan 89 


[Text] The 13th round of negotiations on the future 
Greek-U.S. defense relationship concluded today. Accord- 
ing to a statement by government spokesman Sotirios 
Kostopoulos, this round of talks, as the past rounds, was 
held in a serious and professional atmosphere. The two 
sides also continued to exchange views, in which a diver- 
gence was noted, but avoided a deadlock. The negotiations 
will resume in Athens in early February. 


Responding to a foreign correspondent’s question, 
Kostopoulos disclosed that this round’s discussions 
focused primarily on legal matters, which affect the 
implementation of a possible agreement. Discussions 
also resumed on the preamble of a likely agreement 
which, as is known, is constantly being worked out at the 


negotiations. 


GREECE 27 


‘Arafat Gives News Conference, Leaves Athens 
NC1101203989 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1930 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] PLO Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat concluded his talks 
and left Athens tonight. In a news conference this evening 
for Greek and foreign journalists, the Palestinian leader 
described his talks with Prime Minister Andreas Papandr- 
eou, Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias, and leaders of 
political parties as positive and constructive. ‘Arafat also 
attended a luncheon in his honor given by Foreign Minis- 
ter Karolos Papoulias at noon today. In his toast Papoulias 
referred to Greece's support for the Palestinian people's 
struggle, stressing that our country’s policy on the Middle 
East issue has been vindicated and that Greece was the 
first country to raise its voice in support of the Palestinian 
people's just struggle. Tonight after the news conference 
Yasir ‘Arafat met with New Democracy Chairman Kon- 
standinos Mitsotakis. Khristina Poulidhou will now brief 
us on these issues. 

[Begin recording} Recognition of the Palestinian state is 
as near as the distance traveled by a stone thrown by a 
small child, Palestinian leader Yasir ‘Arafat said during 
a news conference at 1600 at the Astir Hotel in Vouliag- 
meni [Athens suburb]. The Palestinian leader also 
described his talks with the Greek Government as con- 
structive and positive. He thanked the Greek Govern- 
ment for its support for ine Palestinian people's struggle 
and stressed that it is the right of the Greek leadership to 
decide when it will recognize the Palestinian state. 


In reply to reporters’ questions, ‘Arafat stressed that the 
PLO’s exclusive problem is the Israeli refusal to accept 
peace. Regarding the downing of the two Libyan planes 
by the United States, ‘Arafat stressed that Palestine 
supports Libya because this event has negatively influ- 
enced peace in the area. 


Regarding the extradition of Muhammad Rashid, the 
Palestinian leader observed that he will not follow the 
U.S. practice of intervening in the domestic affairs of 
foreign countries and that Greek laws and justice will 
decide on this subject. 

Commenting on the Gulf war, Yasir ‘Arafat stressed that 
it was a victory for the entire Arab nation, not just the 
Iraqi people. 

Earlier, in the talks between the two delegations, press 
reports say that the Palestinian leader briefed Greek 
Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias on international 
mobilization regarding the Palestinian problem, and 
specifically on the prospects that have opened following 
the U.S.-Palestinian talks. [end recording] 


Arab League Grateful for Stand on Libyan Position 
NC1101162689 Athens ATHENS NEWS in English 
11 Jan 89 p4 


[Text] Commenting on the period during which the 
American warplanes downed two Libyan planes in the 
Mediterranean last week government spokesman Soti- 
rios Kostopoulos yesterday said that no irregular activi- 
ties had been noted in Greek air space at the time. He 
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said that no Greek airports were used for flights of 
foreign aircraft or AWACS surveillance planes employed 
by the NATO multinational force. 


The Mission of the League of Arab States in Athens 
convened yesterday to discuss the recent downing of two 
Libyan warplanes by American planes of the Sixth Fleet. 


The mission thanked the Greek Government for an 
announcement it issued on the incident on January 5 
and thanked Greece, its government and its people for 
their firm principles. 


The Arab League condemns the downing of the two 
Libyan warplanes which th.y said were on a reconnais- 
sance flight over Libyan territorial waters, it says in a 
statement. 


GREECE 


The Arab League said that it saw no justification for 
threats made against Libya and against the factory which 
reportedly produces pharmaceutical products. 
Committee Reviews With 


NC1101163189 Athens ATHENS NEWS in English 
1] Jan 89 p 4 


[Text] The joint Greek-Bulgarian committee convened 
at the Industry Ministry yesterday to examine industrial 
matters which are currently pending between Greece and 
Bulgaria. 

Alternate Industry Minister Konstandinos Papanayiotou 
said that Greece paid particular importance to promot- 
ing cooperation between the two countries in the field of 
industry in both the public and private sector. 


The committee examined current cooperation between 
Greek and Bulgarian enterprises and noted that progress 
has been achieved in joint ventures. 
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Greek, Allied Contacts Intensified on Arms Talks 
TA1101182889 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1655 GMT 
11 Jan 89 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ambassador Inal Batu said that dipiomatic contacts 
have been intensified on the eve of the Conventional 
Stabilization Talks to commence on the 17th, adding 
“We hope that the difficulty created by Greece at the last 
moment would be eliminated.” 


In his weekly press conference on Wednesday, Ambas- 
sador Batu said that in contacts with the Greek Embassy 
and the members of the embassies of the allied countries 
in Ankara, the view of Turkey has been explained and 
support was requested from the allies. 


Answering a question about Turkey's attitude toward 
Greece, Ambassador Batu said: “Turkey pursues with 
dignity a road which does not make concessions from her 
basic rights and interests and does not destroy the Davos 
spirit.” 


During the preparatory meetings of the Conventional 
Stability Talks, Turkey demanded that certain regions of 
the country be kept outside the scope of the talks. As 
Turkey explained during the talks that leaving this area 
outside the scope of implementation was foreseen from the 
standpoint of defence measures against such countries as 
Syria, Iran and Iraq, Greece reacted to the proposal. 


As Turkey stressed that the regions in the south were 
exposed to any attack because of their geographic situa- 
tion and therefore should be left outside the scope of 
talks, Greece had insisted last week that the Turkish 
areas across from Cyprus should be subject to arms 
reduction and had declared that it will oppose the 
exclusion of these areas from the negotiations. 


Withdrawal Threatened 
TA1101194789 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1700 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] The problem created by Greece on the issue of 
Turkish areas included in talks between NATO and the 
Warsaw Pact on the reduction of conventional forces is 
still continuing. On the eve of the Conventional Stabili- 
zation Talks, efforts made last night and today in Vienna 
within the CSCE framework yielded no results. 


Turkish Radio and Television correspondent Ali Haydar 
Yurtsever reports from Vienna that Ambassador Ali 
Hikmet Alp held talks with the heads of the U.S. and 
British delegations on the subject. It is reported that 
Ambassador Alp warned NATO member countries not 
to yield to Greece's last-minute objections, stressing that 
Turkey will not accept the solution devised by Greece. 


Officials noted that should the intransigent Greek stand 
continue, the Turkish delegation will consider withdraw- 
ing from the talks. They explained that the border of 


TURKEY 29 


Turkish areas to be included in the Conventional Stabi- 
lization Talks starts from the north of Van lake, reaches 
Ceyhan through the south of Erzurum and Erzincan, and 
ends at the Mediterranean Sea from the west of Mersin, 
after excluding Incirlik Air Base. 


Greece, on “se other hand, in a last-minute objection, is 
calling for Mersin to be included in the area to be discussed 
in the talks. 


CSCE representatives convened this afternoon in 
Vienna to consider the matter once more. 


One should recall that should Greece continue in its 
objection, the CSCE foreign ministers meet’ 3 to be held 
on on 17 January will not be able to adopt tne document 
On initiating the stabilization talks. 


Preparatory Meetings ‘Impeded’ 
NC1201092389 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
6 Jan 89 p 12 


[Text] Brussels, (A.A.}—The preparatory meetings for 
the “conventional stability” talks in Vienna on 18 Jan- 
uary have been impeded because of Greece. 


Adopting an approach in conflict with the “Davos 
Spirit,” Greece insisted that part of Turkey opposite 
Cyprus be included in the zone where conventional arms 
will be reduced. It has been reported that the meetings 
were impeded after Turkey rejected the Greek proposal. 


Although Turkey has reached an agreement with the 
Soviet Union, diplomatic observers have been suprised 
by the differing views Greece brought to the negotiating 
table, which have created conflict between both mem- 
bers of the alliance. The observers explained that the 
Greek move aimed to obstruct Turkish intervention in 
Cyprus if there were a crisis there in the future. 


Meanwhile, Turkey and the Soviet Union have reached 
an agreement on the question of conventional arms 
reductions. The agreement will enable Turkey to keep its 
southeastern Anatolia region outside the reductions 
zone. This excludes the Incirlik Base in Adana. On the 
other hand, the Soviet Union has agreed to include all of 
the Caucasus region in the said zone. Turkey is report- 
edly satisfied with the agreement. 


Search, Rescue Regulations Not ‘Fait Accompli’ 
7A1101181889 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1725 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] Ankara (AA)}—It has been announced that the 
decree on Turkish search and rescue operations in inter- 
national waters, including parts of the Aegean and Med- 
iterranean Seas, does not constitute a fait accompli 
against any other country. 
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In reply to a question during his weekly news conference 
on reactions by the Greek Government on this issue, 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Ambassador Inal Batu 
explained that Turkey's attempts over the past 10 years 
to discuss this issue have not been heeded. 


He recalied that he replied to Greek accusations on this 


subject yesterday, adding that the decree in question is in 
accordance with the 1979 Hamburg agreement. 


Batu continued: As expressed in the decree, we 
are ready to discuss this issue with Greece. Nevertheless, 
for 10 years we have received no reply to our proposals. 
We have made it clear that the regulations in the decree 
were drawn up for an interim period and with humani- 
tarian concerns in mind. A fait accompli is out of the 
question. The decree calls on Greece to solve the prob- 
lem through bilateral talks. 


Ozgur Calls for ‘Mutual Trust’ in Cyprus 
TA1201084889 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2100 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] TRNC main opposition party leader Ozker Ozgur 
has said that the lack of trust in Cyprus is the greatest 
obstacle to the solution of the problem. Speaking at a news 
conference in Ankara, Ozgur said that the two sides should 
take initiatives aimed at increasing mutual trust, otherwise 
the differences between them will continue to grow. 


Ozgur later called on SDPP leader Erdal Inonu at the 
latter’s office in the parliament buildings. Inonu said 
that the SDPP wants a lasting solution in Cyprus 
whereby the Turkish Cypriots can live in security. Ozgur 
said that it will not be difficult to reach a solution if the 
Greek-Cypriot side accepts the political equality of the 
Turkish Cypriots, a geographic federation, and Turkish 
guarantees. 


Economic Protocol With Romania 
TA1101192189 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1737 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Turkey and Romania will deter- 
mine a working program ior exploring new oil fields. 


TURKEY 


The Turkish-Romanian Joint Economic Commission 
protocol for the 13th term was approved by the cabinet 
and issued in today’s OFFICIAL GAZETTE. 


Under the protocol, the two countries will exert the 
necessary efforts to activate ferry-boat cruises between 
the Romanian port of Kostence [Constantsa] and Istan- 
bul, Samsun and Trabzon ports. 


In addition, the two countries will exchange delegations 
to search new potentials of cooperation in the field of 
agriculture. 


Transportation Protocol Signed With Saudi Arabia 
TA120105 1389 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1700 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] Turkey and Saudi Arabia signed a protocol in 
Antalya today envisioning tax exemption in air transpor- 
tation and providing sea and land transportation facilities. 
The protocol on the fifth round of the joint Turkish-Saudi 
Economic Council meeting was signed by State Minister 
Yusuf Bozkurt Ozal and Shaykh M.nammad al-‘Ali Aba 
al-Khayl, Saudi finance and national economy minister. 


In a statement after the ceremony, Ozal said that the 
protocol will speed up technical and economic coopera- 
tion. The protocol also encompasses the formalities and 
visas regarding entry to both countries. 


Bank Opens First Office in Soviet Union 
TA1101191989 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1730 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] Istanbul (A.A.}—Turkish Bank Yapi Kredi, 
which received permission from the Soviet authorities, 
opened its representative office in Moscow. 


In a press conference today, the bank’s general director 
Burhan Karacam said that “with the advantage of being 
the first Turkish bank in the Soviet Union, we aim at 
financing a great part of the trade between Turkey and 
the Soviet Union.” 


He went on to say that the trade volume between the two 
countries, which was 500 million dollars last year, was 
expected to exceed | billion dollars this year, and 2 
billion dollars at the end of 1990. [passage omitted] 
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